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United States Government Department of Enerqgy

memorandum

DATE: December 19, 2002

REPLY TO

attv o EM-1

sussect: Guidance for Onsite Transportation Activities

10: Beverly Cook, Assistant Secretary for Environment, Safety and Health

References:  Memorandum from Beverly Cook to Jessie Hill Roberson, "Onsite
Transportation Guidance,” dated November 7, 2002.

Thank you for the effort put forth in your determination that additional guidance is not necessary.
However, I did not find in your memorandum an evaluation of responses received from the Field
for the nine questions included in your survey. I have reviewed the Field data and understand
that the various approaches adopted by the Environmental Management (EM) sites to perform
hazard categorization, generate documented safety analyses, derive/describe controls, approve
safety bases, and maintain safety bases configuration for transportation activities are acceptable
to the Department of Energy (DOE) as ways to ensure compliance with 10 CFR 830, Subpart B.

I expect that the DOE Field/Operations offices who are responsible for approval and
implementation of the compliant safety bases for transportation activities will review them for
adequacy in protecting the workers, public, and environment and for compliance with the rule
requirements, recognizing that compliance could be achieved in the various ways outlined in the
survey responses. I also expect them to give special attention to non-equivalent packaging and
non-routine transfers.

If you have any questions, please call me or your staff may call Sandra Johnson at
(202) 586-0651.

ssie Hill erson
Assistant Secretary for
Environmental Management



cc:
Warren E. Bergholz, Jr., Acting Manager, Idaho Operations Office (ID)
Jack R. Craig, Deputy Manager, Ohio Field Office (OH)

Keith A. Klein, Manager, Richland Operations Office (RL)

Roy J. Schepens, Manager, Office of River Protection (ORP)

Eugene C. Schmitt, Manager, Rocky Flats Field Office (RF)

Jeffrey M. Allison, Acting Manager, Savannah River Operations Office (SR)
Dr. Inés Triay, Manager, Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO)

William E. Murphie, Manager, Portsmouth/Paducah Field Office (PPFO)
Patty Wagner, Acting Manager, Albuquerque Operations Office (AL)
Marvin E. Gunn, Jr., Manager, Chicago Operations Office (CH)
Kathleen Carlson, Manager, Nevada Operations Office (NV)

Camille Yuan-Soo Hoo, Manager, Oakland Operations Office (OAK)
James A. Turi, Acting Manager, Oak Ridge Operations Office (OR)

Paul M. Golan, Chief Operating Officer, EM-3

Sandra Johnson, Director, EM-5

Patrice M. Bubar, Associate Deputy Assistant Secretary, EM-20

Mark Frei, Deputy Assistant Secretary, EM-30

Mark Frei, Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary, EM-40

William D. Magwood, NE-1

Raymond L. Orbach, SC-1

Everet H. Beckner, NA-10



DOEF 1325.8
(8-89)
EFG (07-90)

United States Government Department of Energy

memorandum

DATE:

REPLY TO
ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

TO:

November 7, 2002

Office of Nuclear and Facility Safety Policy:GFlorczak:301-903-9877
Onsite Transportation Guidance
Jessie Roberson, Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management, EM-1

By memorandum dated June 17, 2002. you requested that the Office of Environment, Safety and
Health (EH) lead a working group to determine whether additional guidance was necessary to
help contractors meet the safety basis requirements in 10 CFR 830, Subpart B, for the onsite
transportation of nuclear materials. Since contractors must implement the safety basis
requirements by April 10, 2003. a DOE-wide Transportation Safety Working Group (TSWG)
was quickly established to consider your request. After an initial meeting, the TSWG determined
that additional information from the sites was needed. On August 14, 2002, a memorandum and
survey was distributed to the DOE complex requesting information on (1) what each site was
doing to implement the Part 830 safety basis requirements, and (2) whether interpretation
problems were encountered and additional guidance was needed.

The TSWG met on September 5. 2002. to discuss the survey results and a path forward. The
consensus of the survey participants was that no implementation problems were encountered or
anticipated and that no additional guidance was necessary. The survey results and a matrix of the
results were sent to TSWG on September 17. 2002. The TSWG reviewed the survey resuits to
determine if the participants’ conclusion. that no additional guidance was necessary, was
adequately supported by the information in the survey results.

Based on the results of the survey. the TSWG also concluded that no additional guidance is
necessary at this time since all sites are well underway in implementing the requirements.
However. both of our offices should monitor onsite transportation safety basis implementation
efforts. Should clarification or discussion of individual issues concerning nuclear transportation
safety issues arise in the future. the Office of Nuclear and Facility Safety Policy (EH-53) should
be contacted for assistance. Since EH-53 led the TSWG. it will decide, in collaboration with
vour office. whether interpretation or implementation issues warrant TSWG review.
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I appreciate your office’s engagement on this rule implementation issue. It shows that
cooperation and participation on important safety issues is effective in providing solutions that

add value.
- o S
o .
Beverly A. Co
Assistant Secretary
Environment, Safety and Health
ce:
P. Golan. EM-3
S. Johnson. EM-5
P. Bubar. EM-20

M. Frei. EM-30

J. Owendoff, EM-50
M. Gavrilas-Guinn, EM-5
M. Wangler, EM-5
C. Peabody, EM-24
J. Helfrich. GC-52
T. Pflaum. NA-115.1
R. Schwartz, SC-83
K. Hancock, EM-24
R. Crowe, NA-53

J. Winter, NA-53

L. Lee. NA-122.2
R. Black, EH-53

R. Stark. EH-53

G. Florczak. EH-53
R. Englehart, EH-33
J. Yoder. EH-53

J. Read, EH-33

J. Feit. EH-53

A. Kapoor, AL

D. Willaford, OR

G. May. SRS

S. Spagnolo. OAK
M. Taylor. ID



